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Summer Smiles and Back-to-School Info
Barker Central School Students Will Begin 2018-2019 School Year on 
Wednesday, September 5th.

(L-R): Sam Liuzzi and brother Max Liuzzi work together to construct a craft 
during Summer Recreation.
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VISION: “Barker Central School will provide the experiences 
necessary for our students to acquire the knowledge, skills, and 
traits to succeed intellectually, physically, socially, and emotionally 
in an ever-changing world.”

For Barker Central 
School District news & 
information please visit 
the official website at:
www.barkercsd.net
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A Message From Your Superintendent
Dear Barker Community,
 
On behalf of the entire Barker School community, I would like to 
welcome you to the 107th school year of the Barker Central School 
District. The school district looks forward to partnering with our 
entire community as we build upon all of the past successes and 
accomplishments of our students that have kept us ranked in the 
top 25% of school districts in Western New York (as reported by 
Business First) over the last 10 years.
 
Unique to a school community is the fresh start we have each year.  
Students have new teachers, new classes, new routines, and more 
each September. I personally am excited to be a part of such a rich 
tradition here in Barker for my first time. This summer, I have had a 
chance to meet and talk with many staff and community members 
and I am amazed by how everyone is eagerly anticipating the start 
of school and the new year. I am truly energized and ready for our students to again come through the front doors 
and begin the next chapter of their lives.
 
While each school year may bring new changes, one aspect of our learning community that does not is the desire 
to provide the best possible experience for our children each and every day. Our staff and faculty are extremely 
dedicated to our students and ensuring each child achieves to their fullest potential. With this in mind, if there 
is ever a question regarding your child or their education, please do not hesitate to reach out to the appropriate 
faculty and staff if you need anything at all. We are here to support you and your students.
 
As you look forward to the new year, I would also like to remind you of the wide variety of ways you can get 
information from the District. This edition of the Banner and the District Calendar are two very important resources 
to keep and ‘hang on the fridge’ but you can also find information related to many, if not all, of your needs at the 
District webpage at www.barkercsd.net. Specifically, you can find information about the District Code of Conduct, 
Dignity for All Students Act, Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act (FERPA), school nutrition, school safety, 
various school procedures, and other information that is building specific.   
 
We look forward to making this the best school possible and provide the best learning opportunities we can for 
our kids. I hope to see you soon around the District!
 
Sincerely,

 

Jacob Reimer
Superintendent
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Fun Times During Field Day & Moving Up Day
Students at Pratt Elementary had a full day on June 19th. After a morning of Field Day 
fun and games students, everyone lined up at the track for Moving Up Day. 5th and 6th 
graders also had their awards ceremony in the high school gym. It was a very busy 
and exciting day to close out the 2017-2018 school year.

News & Notes for Barker Jr./Sr. High 
School Families & Students
Hello families and students! I am happy to welcome you to the 2018-
2019 Barker Jr./Sr. High school year! We have much in store for our 
students as we start fresh with a new year. I would like to extend a 
welcome to any new students we have in the District. Also, I would like 
to welcome Mr. Jacob Reimer as our new superintendent.

We do have some new faculty members this year as well. Lori Jenks 
and Ashley Atwater will be joining the 7-12 program as Teacher Aides. 
Amanda Henning will also be joining our faculty as our Agriculture 
instructor for our junior high students.

As we head into fall activities, please keep in mind that Homecoming 
Week is October 9th - 13th. The annual parade will be Friday, October 
12th and the student dance will be on Saturday, October 13th. Please 

refer to the fall sports schedule for various athletic events being held that week. 

It is also important for 9th through 12th grade students to fully understand the community service and meeting 
requirements for graduation. Our incoming seniors are required to complete 18 hours of community service by 
the end of the school year. 9th through 11th grade students are expected to complete 20 hours, and they can begin 
working toward that goal this coming year. Community service hour worksheets can be obtained and handed-in 
at the main office. Seniors are also required to complete four community-based meetings throughout this year: 
a school board, village, court and town meeting. These will be tracked by their Government and Economics 
instructor. 

Thank you very much for all of your help and support as we begin the school year. I look forward to speaking 
and working with all of you.

Sincerely,

Michael Carter
Jr./Sr. High School Principal
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Important District Information
Need to Change Your Child’s Bus Schedule?
When children go somewhere other than home 
after school, or are picked up at the campus during 
or after school, please follow these procedures:
• Put it in writing – Written notification MUST be 

sent to school with the child, giving the time 
he or she will be picked up or the home where 
the child will be going. The note must be 
signed by the parent/guardian. It will become 
a document of record which Barker Central 
School is required to keep. The office will 
issue a blue slip for the teacher and bus driver. 
The safety of all students is important and the 
District appreciates your cooperation.

• Blue Slips – Blue slips for bus changes, early 
dismissals and the like will be written for 
students who bring in a note from their parent 
or guardian. Be sure to include appropriate 
information that will help school personnel 
ensure that every child is properly accounted 
for and sent on the proper bus to the designated 
address on the correct day.

• Elementary students need a note to walk or 
bike to school. If you want your elementary 
school children to walk or ride their bicycles to 
and from school, please have them bring a note 
to the elementary office. Please remember 
that New York State Law requires that children 
under age 15 wear approved safety helmets 
when riding their bicycles.

Bus Routes
Barker Central School contracts with Ridge Road 
Express for bus services. Questions regarding 
bus services can be directed to Lynn Walker at 
the local Ridge Road Express garage at 716-795-
3816. Please note that changes in bus routes may 
affect bus pick up and drop off times.

The District will continue to 
have nine bus routes as it did 
last year. Look for specific 
information regarding your 

child’s bus in the information letters from the 
building principals.

Provision for Educationally Disabled Children
The Barker Central School District complies 
with the Individuals with Disabilities Education 
Act (IDEA) and the regulations of the New York 
State Commissioner of Education relating to the 
education of educationally disabled children. 
The District seeks to search out and provide 
educational programs for Barker children under 
21 years of age who may have a handicapping 
condition as defined by NYS regulations.

Any parent who suspects that their child may 
have a disability is encouraged to contact the 
District by phone at 716-795-3350. All information 
is kept confidential and every effort will be made 
to provide for disabilities so that the child may 
reach his or her full potential. 

Emergency Information Cards
Pratt Elementary students bring home an 
emergency information card the first week of 
school. Jr./Sr. High School students receive the 
card in the mail. It is very important that you fill out 
the card and return it to the health office as soon 
as possible.

In case of an emergency, this 
information is used to get in 
touch with you or another 
designated person listed on the 
card. Please notify the health 
office at 716-795-9322 of any changes in the 
information during the school year so we may 
keep our records current.

Additionally, it is very important that your phone 
information is up-to-date in the event of a school 
closing. The District will use the Blackboard 
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Connect system to notify residents of school 
closings/cancellations.

KidWatch
The purpose of the Barker 
Central School District 
KidWatch Program is to provide 
a safe, secure and productive 
environment for students 
whose parents need to leave 
for work before their Pre-K - 6th grade children are 
able to board the bus.

Students must register to take part in the program. 
KidWatch runs Monday through Friday during 
regular school days from 7:35-8:35 AM, during 
which time activities, including arts and crafts, 
movies, gym and computer lab time are provided. 
The cost does not include breakfast.

An application is included on page 15 and is also 
available on the BCS website.

Sports Information
Visit barkercsd.net/athletics 
for the latest sport stories, 
team rosters, schedules, 
results, directions, a copy of the student-athlete 
handbook, and more. Varsity scores and stories 
are reported to the following: The Buffalo News, 
the Lockport Union-Sun & Journal, Orleanshub.
com, and Western New York Athletics.

Academic Policy/Pass To Play
Teachers are to notify the Building Principal and/
or Athletic Director if a student participating in 
athletics is not working to their potential or not 
showing up after school when asked to do so 

by a teacher.  Upon 
notification, the 
Athletic Director will 
meet with the student 
to put the student 
on the “Pass to 
Play” program. The 

student needs to be successful in the program in 
order to remain eligible. If the student does not 
meet that obligation or the requirements to be 
placed in the “Pass to Play” program then they 
will be removed from participation for an amount 
of time necessary for them to show progress and 
success in the classroom. Once a student has 
earned eligibility status, they must continue to 
demonstrate success in fulfilling their academic 
and behavioral expectations.

Visit our athletics homepage to view the “Pass to 
Play” Program tracking sheet/contract.

A modified version of this program can be put in 
place even if the athlete is out of season. This 
will help the student stay on track for graduation 
and it will also ensure that the student is meeting 
satisfactory progress when his/her sport season 
does start.

(Above): Artwork by Sarah Outten.
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Ploy’s My Dinner Table Wins Best in Show
Krissana Soontornkrut won Best of Show at the 28th Annual Helen P. Kelley Memorial Art Show of the WNY 
Federation of Women's Clubs.  Her winning entry was in colored pencil and entitled "My Dinner Table.” Barker 
Sr. High School was awarded 16 ribbons overall for student work. 

1st Place:
Chloe Goodlander, Photography
Victoria Mace, Acrylic Painting
Lanae McCaughey, Watercolor

2nd Place:
Elizabeth Sparrer, Ceramics
Keith Robison, Altered Book
Ploy, Colored Pencil Drawing
Sage Hadsell, Watercolor

3rd Place:
Sarah Outten, Ceramics
Emily Wagner, Photography
Victoria Mace, Pastel Drawing

Honorable Mention:
Sara Gendrue, Oil Painting
Natalie Bruning, Ceramics
Darian Ward, Printmaking
Destiny Baran, Watercolor
Sage Hadsell, Altered Book

(Clockwise from Upper Right): Drawing by Krissana Soontornkrut, Painting 
by Victoria Mace, Printmaking by Darian Ward, Photography by Chloe 
Goodlander.
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Gendrue Wins 1st Place Photography Award
The Niagara Police Athletic League Art Awards Gala at the Castellani Art Museum at Niagara University in 
Lewiston honored more than 70 high school seniors from high schools across Niagara County and on Grand 
Island. The 9th annual event recognizes students for their accomplishments in 2D visual arts, 3D visual arts, 
digital arts, photography, theater, instrumental and vocal music. Sara Gendrue won first place overall for her 
work in photography.

Portfolio Class Visits the Rochester Memorial Art Gallery
The High School Art Portfolio class traveled to Rochester NY to 
visit the Rochester Memorial Art Gallery. The gallery showcases 
paintings, sculpture, and decorative arts of all eras and cultures. 
The museum docent Ms. Jospe shared many facts and stories with 
the students about the artwork in the museum's collection. Senior 
Victoria Mace said "My favorite artwork was the Monet painting of 
the bridge. I had a great time and loved the docent’s insights on 
each work." “I was able to appreciate the portraits because I do 
them more in my own artwork," said Senior Sara Gendrue. "I loved 
the tour!" "The museum was beautiful. It was a great trip,” said 
Senior Kylie Miller. 

Villa Maria 
Photo Show 
The 24th Annual Villa Maria 
College High School Juried 
Photo Show showcases 
student photographic work. 
Ciara Gregoire received 
Honorable Mention for 
her photography design 
"Somewhere on a Beach."

(Above L & R): Photography by Sara Gendrue.

(Left Top and Bottom): Students from the Portfolio Class visit the Rochester Memorial Art Gallery. (Right): 
Photography by Ciara Gregoire.
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Dewart Receives Western Zone NYSRTA School Grant
On the final day of the 2017-2018 school year, Mrs. 
Amy Dewart (second from left) was presented with 
a Western Zone New York State Retired Teachers 
Association grant of $500. Mrs. Dewart submitted 
a cultural presentation for the International Club 
and the planned international exchange with Italy 
in 2019. Members of the Western Zone NYSTRA 
were in attendance at the end of school year 
faculty and staff meeting to present the award to 
Mrs. Dewart. Retired Barker music teacher, Mrs. 
Shirley Plummer (pictured next to Mrs. Dewart), 
was one of the retirees in attendance.

Arts and Crafts Students Have a Talent and Love for Photography
For the second year in a row, Summer Recreation Arts and Crafts students went to the courtyard to take photos. 
Students of all ages enjoyed learning and experiencing how to take photos with a digital camera. The enthusiasm 
from last year and this year even prompted some aspiring photographers to excitedly proclaim "This is what I 
want to do as a career! Be a photographer!" 

(L-R): Photography by Aurora Wass. Kaya Lloyd, Aurora Wass and Chloe Duchow pause from taking 
pictures in the courtyard. Photography by Kaya Lloyd.

Summer Recreation: In Case You Missed It
Summer Recreation provided a safe, fun, and active environment in which 253 students were able to 
participate in a wide range of activities through the 21- day program. 133 swimmers, 90 band students, 
56 bikers, and 97 travelers participated in various aspects of summer recreation. Students were able 
to participate in swim lessons, arts and crafts, relay races,  band lessons, bike safety rodeo, field trips, 
freeze pop Friday, ice cream day, and a day to cool down in the computer lab reading books or playing 
Minecraft or Math games. The field trips that were part of Summer Recreation this year were Hidden 
Valley Animal Adventure, Sky Zone, and a Buffalo Bisons game that provided off campus entertainment. 
A special thank you to the Lighthouse Optimists and the Niagara County Sheriff’s Department for 
sponsoring the Bike Safety Rodeo. Our campers made a lot of special memories with friends and staff 
over the summer.
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Important Health Services Information
Health Office: You may reach the nurse or attendance secretary by calling 716-795-9322. Please inform the 
nurse if your child has any contagious illness, taking any medication or has any other health related needs. 
Please contact the attendance secretary if your child will be absent from school. 

Emergency Cards: Please complete an emergency card for your child to provide us with updated contact 
information in the event of any illness or injury. Please utilize phone numbers where you or your designee may 
be reached during the school day.

Physical Education/Recess Excuses: Students can be excused from physical education for one day with a 
note from their parent/guardian. More than one day requires a note from their physician. Any student who is 
excluded from physical education is also excluded from recess/playground and interscholastic sports.

Medications: The New York State Education Department has specific regulations for the administration 
of medication. The school WILL NOT GIVE any medication, prescription or over-the-counter without written 
authorization from a licensed prescriber and a parent/guardian. The medicine must be in an originally labeled 
container or prescription bottle. New York State dispensing regulations have recently changed related to 
medications necessary during field trips and school sponsored events. You will need to supply an individual dose 
of the medication in the original labeled container by the pharmacy. Please plan accordingly.

Contagious Diseases: If your child is diagnosed as having a contagious illness/condition (i.e., Measles, 
Whooping Cough, Chicken Pox, Strep Throat, Pink Eye, Scabies) a physician’s note is required to return to 
school. 

Doctors Notes: Doctor’s notes are required for the following:
1. Crutches, ace bandages, splints or other special equipment
2. Extended absences/illness
3. Hospitalization
4. Physical education restrictions

Physicals: NYS education Law requires that a physical examination be completed at certain grade levels.  
(Pre-K, K, 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th, 11th) and for every New Entrant. BMI and Weight status category will be shared in a 
survey dictated by the Department of Health to develop a report of childhood obesity. Please have your physician 
complete, sign and return the physical form to the health office. 

Screening: Students are screened for vision, hearing and scoliosis with regard to every student’s privacy and 
comfort. If a concern is identified you will receive a referral letter for your physician to evaluate the finding. Refusal 
to have any portion of the health screening conducted should be indicated in writing to the building principal.  

Dental Health Certificates: We are required to request a dental health certificate for each New Entrant as well 
as students in Pre-K, K, 1st, 3rd, 5th, 7th, 9th and 11th grade. A complete listing of local area dentists is available from 
the Eighth District Dental Society at www.8ddsny.org or 716-995-6300.

Health Updates: Please notify the health office of changes in your child’s health status such as illnesses, 
surgeries, prescribed medications, allergies, and vaccine boosters, etc.

Please feel free to contact Sarah McKee, School Nurse, if you have any questions. Thank you in advance for 
your cooperation. 
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School Meal Program Information
The information on the next five pages will cover the school meal programs. Please follow the instructions 
to apply. Questions and concerns can be directed to the contacts listed in the documentation.
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MySchoolBucks: Registration & Program Information
Barker Central School is pleased to inform you of a service to pay for school meals online using a credit/debit 
card or electronic check called “MySchoolBucks”. 

What is MySchoolBucks?
MySchooBucks is an online payment service that provides parents the 
ability to securely pay for meals, monitor student cafeteria purchases and 
receive email notifications for low account balances. 
 
How do I enroll?

1. Go to www.myschoolbucks.com and register for your free account.
2. Add your students using their school name and student ID or birthdate.
3. Make a payment to your students’ accounts with your credit/debit card or electronic check.

A program fee of $2.49 will apply. You will have the opportunity to review any fees and cancel if you choose, 
before you are charged.

If you have any questions, please visit www.myschoolbucks.com and click the “Help” link or call MySchoolBucks 
Customer Support at 1-855-832-5226.
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Barker Central School District Phone Numbers
Athletic Office Phone 716-795-3340
Bus Garage Phone 716-795-3816
Business Office Phone 716-795-9111
Cafeteria Office Phone 716-795-3347
District Office Phone 716-795-3832
Guidance Office Phone 716-795-9260
Health Office Phone 716-795-9322
Jr./Sr. High School Office Phone 716-795-3201
Pratt Elementary School Office Phone 716-795-3237
Special Education Office Phone 716-795-3350
Technology Office Phone 716-795-9263

Banner Contact: Jeffrey Costello, Banner Editor
Email - jcostello@barkercsd.net
Phone - 716-795-3201 ext. 5185

Barker Central School District
1628 Quaker Road
Barker, NY 14012

Board of Education
Randall B. Atwater, President 
John E. Sweeney Jr., Vice President
Heather Ecker
Candice Gancasz
Mary Jo Clemens-Harris
Louis J. Mead
Virginia Voss

Superintendent of Schools
Jacob L. Reimer

District Clerk
Mary Eadie

Barker Central School District Fax Numbers
Bus Garage Fax 716-795-9337
Business Office Fax 716-795-3283
District Office Fax 716-795-3394
Guidance Office Fax 716-795-9665
Health Office Fax 716-795-3678
Jr./Sr. High School Office Fax 716-795-3911
Special Education Office Fax 716-795-9437
Pratt Elementary School Office Fax 716-795-9330


